Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber of Commerce Minutes for October 5, 2026
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. by Wally Coppini, president.  Those present included Suzanne Maese, vice president; Jim Brickley, Nick Angeloff, Susan Pryor, Tracy O’Connell, Melissa Marks, and Allan Baird, guest.
Nick moved and Tracy seconded approval of the agenda as amended, and the motion passed. Nick moved and Jim seconded approving the minutes as presented.  The motion passed.
Melissa presented the financial report and noted that paint for the holiday decorations and zip ties for the bridge lighting had been purchased and not previously authorized, for a total of about $40.  Tracy moved and Susan seconded a motion to approve the financial report and expenditures as noted.  The motion passed.
Allan Baird was introduced and spoke about completing the engineering report for the proposed billboard.  He invited the chamber to contact Sara in his office for help filling out the Cal Trans paperwork that needed to be submitted, and discussed the logistics of the steps to follow, such as using slurry to fill the holes around the uprights instead of gravel, and where it can be obtained from.
Returning to the agenda, Wally thanked the board for electing him and congratulated Suzanne as vice president.  He wanted to keep remarks from visitors about items not on the agenda to five minutes, and topics that took longer could be put on the following month’s agenda.
He asked people to raise their hands to indicate a wish to speak, and to give reports on a topic to the chair of that subject, for instance Melissa for holiday decorations and himself for the billboard.  He expressed a hope to have the chamber as active as possible, working through groups such as the schools, fire department, businesses and city.
The board discussed the ad in 101 Things to do in Humboldt County and voted unanimously to approve it, with Susan moving and Nick seconding.  Discussion included a wish to be involved sooner in the production in the future and to consider things like a QR code.
Suzanne will test the Venmo account to see if it works.
Nick and Melissa discussed Christmas lighting, Susan said the fire department was hoping to have a different kind of lift for use on the bridge.
Suzanne had no report on correspondence received or the proposed January networking event.
Jim said he had done his part on the mural repair and Blake would finish the job in the next week or so.  He is addressing removing the mailbox from the building to paint behind it.
Tracy reminded the board of the project to put the names associated with the faces in the mural into some kind of display on the outside of the building.  There is a bid of $25 per square foot by the Lost Coast Signs and Swag on Broadway in Eureka for a metal plate style but finding the second portion of the names remains an issue.
Tracy explained Adam Dias has prepared free redwood membership plaques for new members and asked if that was a style to continue using as opposed to alternatives such as window stickers or plaques that had the membership year on them.  It was decided to use the plaques and show a photo  in the newsletter with the membership renewal information so people who do not have one can request it..
Discussion about putting out additional flags was tabled to the next meeting.
Discussion centered on the format of the Avenue of the Giants billboard, alternative ways it might be used, and messages that might be included like River access, and a QR code.  Susan said she likes the billboard as it is now, Wally addressed some research he had done about its visibility.  Since action is a year off, discussion can continue.
Tracy pointed out that the kiosks were not being maintained and one problem is that they are too hard to open, being dangerous and requiring two people and a ladder to access.  There is a need to put hinges on the door and a lock rather than unscrewing screws top and bottom which causes the wood to fall apart.
Melissa said she would renew the Zoom license so we could have an online format.  Nick said the chamber could use his account.  It will be addressed next time on the agenda.
Melissa said she needed one more signer on the bank account and Wally was named.  Tracy moved and Nick seconded to add him and the motion carried.
There was discussion about staffing shortages at the local library and how people in the community were wanting to press the County Board of Supervisors for more funding.  Melissa said the chamber should not write a letter because there were issues beyond what was in public discussion that affected the staffing.
Wally discussed a proposed crab feed event with the Rio Dell school that would benefit the 8th grade class and the chamber, and take place in February.  He said it could be on the next agenda after more details were nailed down, and he needs to fill out the template for proposed activities.
Jim is getting information together about a possible St. Pat’s event at the Scotia Lodge and was reminded to fill out the event template to propose the event to the board as well.
Tracy discussed the project of scanning the chamber history to archive it and responses she had gotten from people willing to volunteer.  Suzanne said she had a membership project she could use some volunteer help with if someone wanted to work with her.
Tracy said the affiliate group of the Greater Eureka Chamber of Commerce wanted our membership list.  It was suggested the people on it be asked if they wanted it shared and only send the names responding positively.
Nick encouraged people to fill out the housing needs assessment survey to help with community planning.
Jim said the sculpture of a goat has fallen off the pedestal in the median and needs to be bolted back on.
Nick moved and Tracy seconded to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Tracy O’Connell, secretary





