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Election Day to offer few new local candidates

Howvernber 3 i Election Day, with early voting opportunities starting thiz month. Ballots will be rmailed
Oct. 5 to all registered woters. Oct 18 is the last doay to register to vote on-line. On Dot 24, a voting
cernter opens in Fortuno

Locally, mew faces on the ballot ccour onby in Rio Dell, where threse city cowncil seats are up for
re-election and anly cne incumbent, Debra Garmes, who serves a8 the currant mayaor, is sesking
re-election. Veteran councll mermber Julie Woodall and more recent member Robert Orr are retining
framn the board.

Rumning for those open seats are Jefirey Barmy and Erett Barsanti

wieodall, 2025 Grand Maorshal of the Wildwood Doys parade, has lived in Rio Dell 45 years, and was
on the city council for 28 of them, incleding two terms as mayor. She ks known for the flowers she
buys and tends along Wildwood, wotering them from o tank on her truck, a project that has grown
to 40 pots over six years.

Orr, a former Marine and businessman, has lived in Rio Dell nearly 10 years and teaches, holding
advanced degraes in educotion. He iz married and dod to 10 children, from junior high to adult, and
notes he chose not to ren for o second term due to the eed to spend mmore time with family.

Garmes was first elected to the Rio Dell City Cowncil in 2014 and has served as mayor since 2019, *1
want to gea the city keep getting better.” she says, so that it iz near the top of ploces people want to
be, citing efforts like the gatewoy and river trall projects that con booat the pride of residents. She
speaks of “Ric Delight,” to counteract waorm ropes she hears like “Rio Dull.”

Ehe is excited about the city's chance to be narmed an Opportunity Zone, a designation for which
communities with high levels of poverty and other economic setbacks can apply. Itz part of o
federal program lounched a decade ago and now in ite second round, that provides tax incentives
far investrnent of capital gainz. The census bureau determines which communities are eligible to
compete. Garmes and others on the council and staff sought lefters of support os part of the
packoge they submitted and are walting to hear.

Barsanti, a native of Rie Dell, has been on the school board for a couple decades, including serving
as itz president for “guite a while,” he notes. He planned to step down in Januany when ke will be
gworm in as council member, but the echosl board wonts hinn to gtay on, and he iz 2eeking an
opinion if he can hold both posts ot once. "It will ke a lot, | ghve 100 percent to everything | do,” he
IOyE.

Hiz interast in the council comes from o wish to see more businesses, and mmore jobe, in the
cormmmunity. He thinks Cal Fire coming to town is a good thing and will draw additicnal traffic, to
spur the local economy. “Theyre doing good now,” he says of the current council, but notes it seems
“they pave the same streets every year and leave the ones on Firat, Second and Third strests,
particularly, in need of work.” He cites a house on Monument that burmed six or more yeors ogo and
iz still stonding as an example of improverents to the city that could be made.

With his wife, Kelly, he operated a dollar store where the Comrmunity Resource Canter stands nons
but closed it in 2008 as the price of inventory grew too high. He mowved on te work at Winco and for
the past eight years hoe been an eguipment operator for Cal Trans. He served on the fire
department for a decade and hos cooched Babe Ruth and Little League. Dod of two grown children,
he lives on four acres with a horee his grandkids ride, ond some dogs.

Efforts to reach Barry owver the post month ware unsuccessful

in other lecal races, incumbents Minag Sellen, Delio Armstad and Powl Mewmoker are ranning for
re-alaction in the Scotio Community Services Diatrict; incumbents Jody Hanper and Shan Louize
Grundran are nunning in the Rio Dell schood district, and incumbents James Barsanti and Joe
Timrnarmnan are running in the Rio Dell Fire Protecticn District. Mo one has applied to run for the

Scota echool board.
|
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Bretl Barsant Debra Garnes
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Community Garden Lo host plant sale

The Coamunity Garden in
Fia Dedl will sell fall EN
starts i a fundralser cn Sat,
Ot 10 frorm 10 am tol
p.m. at the garden. 100
Butcher Stresat

Vate in Halleween decorating contest

Mark your calendars - waling will be
opsen fram Oct 15 to 29 in the
chamibers second-annual Halkomeesn
decorating contest. Go ta the
chamber's Fecebook event pages when
vating starts for a lst of partiopants -
ressdences and businesses in Fio Dell
and Scolia which sgned up in
Eaptermber — and wote for your plck in
each cateqong. The winners will be
named on Halloseen. First place in
each category gets a $100 cash prize
fram the chambes
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Witehes to ricke again

The second ammual witches ride will
be hiald at 1 pum. on Sat, Oct 24,
Lleaving froen O Market in R Dell.
Free and open to all using any knd of
rrcbality desdce - bicycls, scoater,
wheelchalr, horse, what-have-you,
the ride will o through bown, achoss
the Eaghe Praife Bridge, and end at
Scotls Lodge. Costumes are of
course expected

-
Wild Moon Lo feature Lve music,
fall-themed activities

A harvest event featuning local
mwsiclans. vendars, and
family-friendly actiaties lke apple
babbing will take place on a famm
cutsde Rio Dell on Sat, Oct. 17
fromn 11 & to B pm. The Wild
Moon Harvest Party |5 the
brainchild of local arbosst Nathan
Mytearg, hosted by his frsemds
Jackie and Mike Emersan, who
live an acresge at Belleview and
Blie= Slide Rasd. The Mative Sons
aof the Golden wWist will sl
burgers and hat dosgs and the fire
department will sell beer. The
event |5 open o all, with a display
to mark the farm entrance. A
danateom will be requested in
exchange for & phok-yaur-cwn
purnpkin, with additonal
purmpking for sale. Mylseng says °l
Lo Rio Dell and always wanted
b iy & harvest party. This s a
proaf-of-comoept” of wihat he
hopes will be & regular svent
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Meet the team that manages food distribution
at the Resource Center

It starts off slow and easy. people arriving mid-aftemoon on the fourth Wednesday of
the month, exchanging grestings and studying what needs to be moved ta make
roar In the refrigeration units that ko in the Rio Dell Community Resource Centes
Long tables are lad cut in a horseshos shaps and some canned goods are already set
aut. But then the box truck comes from Food for People and its all hands on deck. as

pallets of food - cases of canned goods. fresh fruits and vegetables, assorted breads
and frazen items - ane wheelsd in.

Ateam of voluntesrs pitches i unloading the tems, cuttng away the boxes and
cellophane that they come in, and stocking the tables. After a couple Rours of this
frenzied work, they retum the nest mosmning to check in the 120 10 140 pecple wiho
O O awerace in any ghven month, assisting with food selection. being sure thene
are adequate supplies of each iem on hand.

“They can take whateser they want,” says Judy ingraham of Feo Dell who has been
woluntesring the longest - probably 13 years. she says, pointing to all the compass
directons Indeating all the places the focd distribution has been kald - 2 house in
Soaba, a church in Rio Del - before settling here four years a0, Sha ke each of the
atiers, cites the wish o ghve back to the commiunity as ber reason for voluntessing.
She had a cheaning business before she retired and also volunteers at the comemunity
gaiclen and the semar brown bag food distnbution &t the Church of Chest an Second
Streat in Rio Dedl, as well as exencising with a seneor group at the resounce center

Sean Pitcakn of Scotla has been wvolunteering at the food distribution “an and off® far

10 years, polinting. lke Ingraham, in all the directions to indicate the many Bormes the
food distribution effart has had

Michels Prilips moved to Rio Dell in May from Southem Califomia and §s staying with
family. °Iwalked arcund, saw this and came in - they havent thrown me out yet,” she
laughs abaout how she got inta velunteering. 2l while leading cases of food cnto a
hand truck and steenng It thiough the roeom

Michael Panus has been wolunteenng at the food distnbution fara couple montha A
retired mechanic. he lvesin Rio Dell and says. like the others. that be wants to ge
beck to the communiby.

Jarmes Rulf of Reo Dell s there with his dog, Birddog. "lve besn ooming about & year”
e says Twe soen these people help a kot of indwiduals”

Micheel Lewis drives down frarn Eureka for the food distnbution tasks. & friend was
wolunteering but could not show up 50 he came in her place. That was last Mowsmibes
and hes b=en coming since then. The Fresno native has & degree in computer
soeree. He makes time to offer fres techmalooy Pedp 1o pecple who contact him
trrough the Resource Center and. with volunteer Donna MeCuesn profiled 0 the April
imsuel also baas up meals for Rio Dell and Scotla school children facing food Insscusity
1o use aver the weskend

Eric Mo was the driver that day of the Food for People truck. a position be's held for
e waars, T used bo ke a chef chargnd a Lot for 2 itk bit of food. and nosw | can
qive it away” he says. The food comes from a vardety of sources including fasms and
cverstock gt big bow and cther stores in Eureka. See the two-pan feature on Foaod for
People in the October and Movember 2023 Issues of this newsletter, anchived at
rindellscotizchambserong, far more about this crganizatcn )

In edcktion. Resaurces Center coordinator arah Reback gleans surplus faod from
Sateway in Fortuna and, starting this yeas, fresh wegetables are being harsested from
thea community gandern.

Humboldt Gables Motel

Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562
(707) 764-5609
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« CAN BE CONFUSING ...

AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!
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We provide FREE unblased,
one-on-one counseling
and assistance.
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Call HICAF to schedule an appointment
(707) 444-3000 or (800) 4340222
wrhsite: www.al xaong - email: hcap@alag.ong
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Faur new leachers join Rio Dell school district
Al Griffith ks the new kinderganen teacher at Rio Dell Elementary School Bom

and ralsed in Femdale, she lves there aath her husband and thee T young sons.
EShe graduated fronm HSU with a bachelors degree in Elementany Education in

2011, recelved her Multiole Subjects Teaching Credentiad the following vear, and

has been teaching kindergarten to third grade locally since then. She says “Im
excited to contins my career in Rio Dell and already love the schoal community

and supportve staf. In vy free time | lose bo traved, work In my garden. read, and = 7

spend time with mey family. | am always busy watching my kids play sports”
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Proniding the care you meed
fo help you stay at home

Allle Griffith

Antainette Moore is the resource teacher at Rio Dell Elementary. She explains, °|
work with students whe recetve additional spedalized academic support and help
them bultd the skills and confidence they need to be successiul n the classnoam’

Mow Enrolling!
T07-443-9747 ext. 4231
www. humsenior.org

Originally from Salt Lake City, she graduated from Soncmna Stabe Unbsersity and

spent rany years raising three children *During that time, | also worked in local
schools a5 a paraprafessional” she zaid, which helped lead her towand teaching.

AREA 1
Agency on Aging
VOLUNTEERS NELDED!

Moore earned her teaching credential in Speclal Education along with a masters
in Kineskolegy 2t Cal Poly Humbeldt and Last year taught in Arcata, ploting a
program comiblning students from different programs. She Lves in Fields Landing
and enyorys hiking. reading and gardenng. She says, “Everpons has been so
welearming. I really looking foreand to getting to know the sbudents. familes,
and communily members. fm looking forwand to a greal school year!

e

Become & wolce for a senior!

Advocales napdad Tor rosidents in Skdled
Mursing Momes & Assisted Living Facilities
Wie hope to catch up to new teachers Cassidy Alves and Meddy Cox 1o introdusce if HumnBsdr & Del Norta Counties
them soaon.
Long Term Care Umbudsman Program _!_|

MOT-2E0-1330

Meet new Scaolia teachers

Three new teachers poined the Scotia school district this fall Maollie Smith teaches
THE. ar Transitichal Kindergarten, for childnes who e flve between September
and December, serving as the first year of a two-year Kindergarten experience.
She lves in Fortuna with her husband. teo dogs and beo cats

Smith gradusted fram Cal Paly with 2 degres in child development and her
teaching credential and i n her fifth year of teaching. From the Sacramento
Walley: she s the daughter of two teachers. Interests include kayaking, scuba
diving, making art and travel. Smith played basketball for 16 years and loves all
animals. especially sea turtles. My favorite way of bulding community = throucgh
collaborative art projects.” she says

Anastasia Borssenko teaches Kindergarten. She engoys hiking and camping in
mature, things that deew ber to college at Cal Poly Humboldt seven years ago,
winere she completed her degree and teachng credential She s passionate

absaut making art, and woeld travel as a way to leam about other cultures. She Anastasia Barlssenka
said, °| believe every child can shine In thelr cwn unigue wene My goal s to create

a classroom whese each can fesd safe and valued, curkous and Inspered, 1
encouraged to take dsks, evcited to learn amd supported to be themsal

Call for cusiomirzed solutions to your waler slorage
flood controd or construction needs. To7 7840040

DJ’S

Jillian Kennedy, the nesw Speech Language Pathologist, i orlginally from the East
Caast but has called Humboldt horme for 12 wears. She Lives in Fortuna with her
husband son, and cat, and outside of work enjoys a good book and crocheting.
She says, "' Leoking foresnd o getbing Bo knows your students and famlies this

year L PR : »

Charmbser elects new officers

The R Dell-Scotia Chamber of Commerss board of directars etectsd new officers at

its S=ptember mestng, Wally Coppink, retired rancher and logaer, is the nesw - Y s E EI I

| - Eos pan  mm mey s
president and Suzanne Maese, founder of Margro Advisors, 15 the new vice preskdent. i"l.. 03 Wikdwood Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 650 - [T07) To4-2924
Bath bve in Bio Dell Mick Angelaft and im Brcklesy, wha held those posts presiously =

rermain as board direcion W Coppani & 5. Magse

Will Rogers Construction] C(~()TIA
aa; LODGE

Call wWill for free estimate

Licensed & Bonded stay@scotia-lodge.com
call (707) 499-5474 /O0/7-601-5640

Emall: wabrew2d@gmall.com
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Coples & Fox ®#OMice Supplies

1137 Maln, Fortuna
F07-T25-6542

Firefighter relishes sense of family in department

Direa Vaughm gress up on a Trinkdad ranch among saluntees
firehgnters, which provided a setting she sought i adulthaod. "IF

EIZH'!,'Ed there, Id hawe Jained the \Eegthaven lﬂE"Pﬂltl'l'lEl'l'..- shie
says of the group she grew up among, but subseguent moves
did mat provide the oppartunity 1 connect with a wolunteer
She pouned winen “the blg earthquake
mit and saw the commurty-driven” department in action. Mow
shi's an enginesr-in-training, prepasing for a role that inc
ditving the trucks and running the pumgps.

department, wntil Rio Dell

| Lk T events” she sald of the hI;l"ﬂ-&"' side of the ﬂl.'-.p."."l L
like Tauch-a-Truck amd Trunk or Treat and of course Wildheaod
:I-."_':-'E whera ghe CNgEnEZes the fun color run and =at a shift in the

dunk tamk i August

Walghn

nas a full like outside the departrment, nummndg Emeralds

@oo®wf 4

Fire runs for August 2026:

Medical - 40
False alarmes billaole
commencial - 1
reslential - 3
Hazardous corditians - 3
Puble asasts - 7
'-.-‘e-getalmn fire - 2
Ce=toris fine -1
Mutual aid
stiuctune fire - 2
x-e-;e.datu:n fire -2
trafe - 2
Meatings - 2
Cwillls - 1

wes

thee girt and garme store an Wildwood that she opened over a

year ago with

Mom o four children aged 10 1o 16,
she 15 homeschoolng and glad of her
fire farmity for Relpng provide the kids
wAth “sooalzation of the good.” An
avid horse woman who placed ina
word champeon endurance
cormpelitom &5 & Leen, She (5 glad ey
aldest daughter = learming fram the

Glen Harbowr, whom she is marrying thes month on
the Tnnidad ranch, oMciated Dy fellow re hghter Kirt Maorrill

latal - &6
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E.c ober Holidays [
12 - Columbue Ty
Irdigerows Peoples Doy
31 - Hallovwezr

family that taught her abaout horses
and that the tradition of -iGI'I'IF-E'lﬂ ]
WAl continue.
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We have what you nesed, close byl

(707) 764-5617 115 Main 5t.
WeCare

We gladly sccept Covered CA and Partnership
Haalth Plan of CA Benefis

Proyiding Compassionate, Quality MHealth Care
Regardiess of Abilsty to Pay

Proporcioncar Cusdado Compasivo y de calidad
Bain importar la capadidad de pago

TOT-4672-619%
224 Rose L., Rio Dell, CA

Suian Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs |
LSS BAwn 5., 01

Fortuma, CA

Cell: 707-B45- 2967

Office: 707-715 1820

Licends M0 TA2845

E mall:

1 1L Th O e 1Ty g sl o al it
Al&\lﬂ-u interested in & Scona homay Call Sutan

(707)764-5420
620 Dawviz 5t. Rio Dell, CA
WWW. RIVERSEDGEPARK.COM

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS

~ .
% In Business 85 YEARS Cynthia Rogers, 3
“';;""_‘::"" m ':T" Massage Therapist/Life Coach -3
Wildwood Ave, Rio De 3
» Fine Firearms : : For an appointment call 707-499-5475 *
. Gunimnthmg_, 118 Main Street. Scotia !
& Fishing Tackle Gift Certificates

+« Ammunition
# Modern & Traditional Archery

For health and well-being—Tfeel better fast!




