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Cal Trans bridge work to take four years

Construction on the U.5.101 Eel River Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project in Rio Dell is underway and is expected to
continue through the end of 2030. That's the word from Myles Cochrane, Cal Trans public information officer.
“During construction, traffic impacts are expected to be relatively minimal,” he said.

Northbound traffic is being shifted onto the southbound bridge while work takes place on the northbound
structure, a traffic configuration expected to remain for an extended period during the project, Cochrane notes,
adding “drivers will see lane shifts, reduced speeds to 55 mph, and very minimal, if any, disruption to traffic.”

As noted here last fall, the project will address seismic vulnerabilities on the northbound bridge, built in 1941
and repaired in 196% and 1989. Work includes partially replacing and seismically retrofitting portions of the
bridge, including a partial retrofit of the north frame, full replacement of the south frames and improvements
to the bridge approach. The construction cost remains approximately $69.8 million, including more than $61.8
million in federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funding and $8 million in $B 1 funding.

“The main thing I'd add,” Cochrane says, “is that this is a long-term safety and resiliency project. The goal is to
strengthen this important U.5. 101 crossing so it can better withstand a major seismic event while keeping traffic
moving as much as possible during construction.”
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NEW TAXi SERVICE OPERATING iN SCOTiA

Bee There an Time Transportation i a new service based in Seotia Owrer Michael Whitney has worked for vears as a
ron-medical ransportation drver far olther firms, a job designation meaning he is gualified o drive thase who may be alderly
or dizabled and therelare require mokidlity assistance such as getting in and oul of the vehicle,

Whitrsey has lved in central and southerm Humboldt for many vears, including Fartuna and Rio Dell. “Tve probably driven
100,000 miles per year” he says, and is offaring to drive others in his awn businass, wherever and whenever they nead Lo ga.

Examples he gives of ransportation needs others might have include middle-of-the-night departures 1o gel to San Francisco
for a morning medical apgointment, picking up or dropping someone alf at the airport in Mcekinleyville, or a shopping trip to
Eureka "l drove one woman Lo Sacramento b gel a vehicle thal was being lowead, he said, and anather 1o Arizona

For shart hops of less than 10 miles, Whitney charges a flat £20 per trip, and for longer ones, 5250 per mile. His Prius can take
up b three passengers. While he doesn't have an onling presence, he can be reached al 707.223.0532 and of course
apprecialtes a5 much lEad lrme as possible Lo schaeduls a tnp.
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Resource Center volunteer of the month: Elizabeth Warren

Elizabeth Warren wears a couple different hats at the Rio Dell Community
Resource Center, where she teaches free art classes to the public and is
active in the operation of the community garden.

She launched a new class last month, using recycled items to produce a
robot-like figure, which she found to be a favorite of the children she
tavght at Toddy Thomas School in Fortuna back in the day. "SCRAP
Humboldt would come into my class about once a year and show how to
make things" from repurposed materials, she said, referring to an
Arcata-based non-profit that closed during the pandemic. She plans a
driftwood and seashell project for Avgust.*Muy goal is to teach one class a
month,” she says, noting that a wide range of people may show vp on any
night and provides a nice mix of interactions. Warren supplies all the
materials needed.

Warren's stained-glass art has been featured here before and examples of
her craft projects are on her YouTube channel ZabE Rocks! which has
nearly 450 subscribers. But another passion is for the community garden
managed by the Resource Center: She is part of a team that has overseen
the redesign of the property which is cerrently growing a variety of
vegetables incleding broceoli celery, sweet potatoes, tomatoes and
tomatillos as well as flowers and a dozen fruit trees.

"We always need volunteers, she indicates a poster with a QR code people
can scan to learn more, which can be seen around town, as well as a
Facebook page. Rio Dell school children come during the school gear as
part of the After School program, and members of the California
Conservation Corp have been volunteering as well. "It's a daily need,’ she
says of the work invelved, which incledes hand watering from a hose as
there is no irrigation system.

"We are trying to raise enough food so we will have a table of produce at
the commodities distribution Warren said and to perhaps have sweet
potatoes as part of the community's Thanksgiving dinner. She noted the
two nearby churches, Liberty Tabernacle and the host organization, Rio
[ell Baptist, are such good neighbors, allowing volunteers the vse of
resources sech as tools and bathroom access.

But needs remain, and she ticks off the list of things she'd like to see the
garden able to receive. First up is soil, a ot of it. Others include an
irrigation system; a gazebo in which classes and
demonstrations can be offered; and a screen
material for the fence as way to break the
wind that sweeps so strongly across the
garden, affecting the plants, and might help

to keep cats out. A goal she has for the
garden is to be a source of information
and inspiration for other community
resource centers in the region and beyond.
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Fire runs for June 2026:

Medicalaid - 44
Billable - false alarm
commercial - 6
Traffic collision 1
Vegetation fire - 1
Debris fire - 1
Public assists - 3
Vehicle fires - 2
Meetings - 1

Drills - 1
Special events - 1

Total: 61
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w CAN BE CONFUSING ...
AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!

We provide FREE unbiased,

l one-gr-ani counseling l
and assistance.
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Call HICAP to schedule an appointment

[707) 344-3000 or [800) 4340222
witbiite: www.alaaorg - email: hicap@ala.ong
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Meet the new assistant fire chief

Mate Mcknight became assistant fire chief in the recrganization that
accompanied the June retirerment of former chief Shane \Wilson. McKnight
lives in Rio Dell and has just completed 22 years with the department, having
held the positions of first assistant chief, second assistant chief and battalion Providing the care you need
chief Before the merger of the districts, he was assistant chief in the Scotia o help you sty at home
Now Enrolling!

department.
McKnight notes he is a second-generation volunteer fire fighter. His dad was ?ﬂ?-sl-!f‘-ﬂ?ﬂ ext. 4231
with the Scotia department for 25 years, serving as assistant chief, and is s
currently a member of the Rio Dell Fire Protection District board. Mate
Mcknight and the new chief, Ryan Heussler, go way back. "Ryan and | have -
been friends since high school,” McKnight says. “Our mothers worked together Agency on Aging
at CC Market. Ryan and | balance each other cut. along with holding each VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
other accountable to the tasks we assign ourselves’”

Bacame & woloe for a seniort

As work is being redistributed, he notes, | have been tasked with the :1?;,’:,&?3::,&?;;:?il.t:-iii:
budgeting of the district, workman's comp, and assisting with overseeing daily in Huenboldt & Del Norte Counties
operations. As a group we have developed a great officer team. Ryan, |, and
second assistant chief Mike Jensen oversee them as they continue taking on N T c:,;;.m'f’f:;;"a" i
the tasks we have shared down to them. We are working on utilizing our
recently appointed district secretary, Cindy Giancomini, more and maore.” )

Mcknight is paramedic lead for City
Ambulance, where he has worked for 17
years. With “‘my beautiful iance” Jennifer

Hudson, he has two dogs, Cooper and
Sugar, and a cattle operation for which he
recently formed a new company. “So. my

days off are spent between the fire
department and the cattle” he says.

Call for cusiomized solutions to your water storage
flood controd or construction needs. To7.784.19%0

will Rnger*s Construction

cense 1127493

Call Will for free estimate

Licensed & Bonded BURGER BAR

Call (707) 499-5474 509 Wilkdwood Ave - Rio Del - Exit 680 - (107) T64-294

Emall: w&hraw:ti@imail.cnm

Humboldt Gables Motel S C OTI A

Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants
“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable” LO DGE
Best rates, AAA-approved ' .
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562 stay@scotia-lodge.com
/0/-601-5640

(707) 764-5609
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HORIZON
Business Products

1137 Maln, Fortuna
TOT-T26-6542

We have what you need, close byl

(T07) T64-5617 m 115 Main St.

WeCare

We gladly accept Covered CA and Partnership
Health Plan of CA Benefmts

Providing Compasstonate, Cuality Health Care
Regurdieas of Abilty to Pay

Proporcioncar Cusdado Compasivo y de calidad
Bn impertar L capadidad de page

Susan Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs |
1055 Man 5., 1l

Fortund, Ca

Call: TO7-BA5%- 2967

Offtce: 7O7-72% 1820

Licencie MO 1 TAZRAS
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Are you interested in a Scotia home # Call Susan
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:I' In Business 85 YEARS
Grundman's

Sporting Goods
75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell
(707 Te4-5744
Fire Firgarnms
Gunsmithing

Fishing Tackle
Armmunition

Modern & Traditional Archery
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[ Kiwanis to show free movie in park ] 4

A free family movie will be shown at the Fireman's Park in Rio Dell on Sat,

Awg. 22. The presentation will start at dusk, and those attending are asked

to bring blankets or chairs to enjoy the show. The concession stand will be

open selling hot dogs, nachos and beverages including roat beer floats. The
event is sponsared by the Rio Dell-Scotia Kiwanis Club.

Mew signage went up last month
of a business not yet open inits
brick-and-mortar format, that has
garnered national attention. Our
Facebook page has the link to the
website seedsherenowicom that
features this business, which has
also been written about in
High Times magazine.
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LAWN CARE

FO7-672-619%
224 Rose Ln., Rio Dell, CA

(7o7)1T64-5420
520 Davis 5t. Rio Dell, CA
WWW. RIVERSEDGEFARK.COM

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach

Health Educator &

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Streel, Scobia

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—feel better fast!




