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VILDWOOD DAYS STARTS THIS MONTH!

Mark your Wildwood Davs - the [our-day, annual communily
vl R celebration - rolls into town slarting Thursday, July 30
Ldl(‘nddl S Lhis year. See the insert in this newsletler [or the
now schedule, as well as how vou can be in the parade (page
2 slory, leaturing the grand marshals) and the grand

' Lo J {]11.1 opening ol the re-designed communily garden, with
in the fun! aclivilies lor all (page 4).

While the parade is put on by the chamber of
commerce, Lhe bulk of Wildwood Davs is managed by
Lthe lire department. Taking the lead on this event and
olher departmental fundraisers are firefighters Kiley

and Cory Johnson, [ollowing the retirement ol Chiel
Shane Wilson who with his wile, Lisa, has overseen lllL‘
evenl lor the pasl many vears.

Cory and Kiley Johnson
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Happy Birthday, America!
Have a safe & happy July 4 weekend!




Chamber names grand marshals for parade

Wally and Sandra Close have been named the grand
marshals of the annual Wildwood Days parade which
takes place Saturday. Aug 1 at noon.

The Closes have been prominent figures not just in Rio
Dell. where they cperated CC Market for decades, and
Scotia, where she taught first grade for 40 years, but
throughout Humboldt County for their popular CC
Catering business. It often wins "Best of” awards in
competitions hosted by the Morth Coast Journal and
Times Standard newspapers.

Sandra Close is a Rio Dell native, noting that she was
born in Scotia Hospital. In an interview when they sold
their grocery store on Eeloa Avenue, she spoke of how

her own parents ran a different grocery (there were five in
business at the same time in Rio Dell) so she greaw up in
the trade. In high school she went across town to work in
the store Wally, who moved to Rio Dell at age 12, had
been operating with his family since the 1950s, originally
called Belleview Market. The couple worked hard but
also found time for travel, including in a plane he cwned
in the 1570s. They rebuilt after their store burned down,
and started the catering business in the 1990s.

“We dont have an online presence, it's all repeat business
and word of mouth,” Sandra Close says of the catering
the couple does today. She notes they are cutting back
to spend more time relaxing. for example enjoying bocce
games with friends in their yard ("We have a regulaticn
court,’ she says) and time with her two pug dogs and two
new kittens, Peaches and Cream.

The parade is free and open to all who want to enter.
Sponscrad by the chamber, it offers prizes in categories
including Best Vehicle, Best Use of Theme. and Best
Overall. The theme is Americazso, celebrating the
nation’s birthday. To participate. come to Center Street in
front of the schools and line up by 11 am. at the latest to
be included in judging. Bring an application. which you
can download at riodellscotiachamberorg, or pick one
up at the sign-in table.
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Fire runs for May 2026:

Medical aid 31

Traffic collisions 4

Billable - false alarm commercial 15
Mutual assist Fortuna, vegetation 1
Medical 00D 1

Vegetation fire 1

Debris fire 1

Public assists 3

Hazardous conditions 1

Meetings 2

Drills 2

Special events/details O

Total 62
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« CAN BE CONFUSING ...
AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!

We provide FREE unbiased,
one-on-one counseling
and assistance.

AREA 1 ) T[ :H
Agency on Aging Hw
Conraeling and
Adrapy Frdnim

Call HICAF to schedule an appointment

[707) 444-3000 or [800) 4340222
wbsite: ww. alaaong - email: hicap@alaa.ong
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Community lunches help ensure homeless are fed

A group of women has been putting on a free community lunch
twice a month throughout this year at the Community Resource
Center. Open to all, they especially want to make meals available
to the homeless.

Elena Valverde wipes away tears at the mention of her son,
Christian Alexis, who died in March 2025 at age 29 while living in
Scotia. She approached Sarah Reback, coordinator of the
Community Resource Center, about hosting the twice-monthly
rmeals in his memory, and is joined in the tasks of cooking and
serving by Edina Herndandez, Analeidy Limon, Antonia Lopez, Adal
Herrera and Alejandra Gutierrez.

A recent meal featured chicken enchiladas, beans and rice, salad,
coffee, and flan for dessert. Reback says about 20 typically come

to eat during the 10 a.m. to noon time slot, including some who are

homeless. The women agreed to cook for the chamber’'s Fiesta del
Rio event last month, developing a list of the needed ingredients
and showing up at the fire hall at 8 am. on a Sunday to prep the
noon meal. A Facebook post about the community lunches says
the women are exploring ways to extend their community lunch

effort into Eureka.

Pictured left to right:
Elena Valverde,

Edina Hernandez
and Analeidy Limon

Will Rnger's Construction

icense 1127493

Call Will for free estimate
Licensed & Bonded

Call (707) 499-547 4
Ermail: w&brewzttﬁimait.cnm

Humboldt Gables Motel

Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved '
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562
(707) 764-5609

Redwond Coast

< PACE €3 j

Providing the care you noerd \asssesste

fo help you stay al home

Now Enrolling!
707-443-9747 ext. 4231
www.humsenior.org

AREA
Ag'::nc_-.- on Aging
VOLUNTEERS HEEDED

Becoms a wolce Tar a senior!
Adheocates ndided Tor resedents in Skflpd

Hursing Momes & Assisted Living Facilities
im HurmnBoldt & Dol Norto Counties

Long Term Care Ombudsman Program
MOT-2ER-1330
o

Call for cusiomized wolutiens to your waler slomge
Nood controd or construction needs. 70776415599
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BURGER BAR

503 Wildwood Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 680 - (107) Ted-2524

SCLQ)GTEIA

stay@scotia-lodge.com
/07-601-5640
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Notary Public
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Business Products

1137 Maln, Fortuna
T07-T25-6542

W have what you need, close byl

(T07) T64-5617 ﬂ 115 Main St.

WeCare

We pladly scoept Covered CA and Partnenship
Haalth Plan of CA Benefiz

Providing Compaisonate, Health Care
Regardiess of Abidsy to Pay

Froporcioncar Cuidado Compasivo y de calidad
Sin importar la capacidad de page

Community garden 4
slates grand Dpemng

The community garden cn the grounds of the
Rio Dell Baptist Church will hold its grand
opening starting at 130 pm. Saturday, August 1
as part of Wildwood Days. Garden volunteer
Elizabeth W¥armen says there will be activities for
children from 2 to 3:30 pm., and visitors can
tour the newly redesigned facilities which
include in-ground and raised bed plantings, an
orchard, and a greenhouse. Jackie Emerson,
who has trained as a master gardener, will be

on hand to answer questions.

Pictured left to right:

Kelsey Machado,

Susan Pryor Realtor
W Take Action for Your Needs |
1055 Mo S5, 1l

Fortumna, Ch

Call: TOT-BA%- 2967

Office: 707-725 1820

Licenes B0 74245

Ermiaal:

SIS ThOen £ Ty sl Elobal it
Are you interested in & Scotia home? Call Sutan

6 In Business B85 YEARS
Grundman's Sporting Goods
75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell

(707) 764-5744

Fine Firearms

Gunsmithing

Fishing Tackle

Ammunition

Modern & Traditional Archery

WWW. RIVERSEDGEPARK.COM

Jackie Emerson,
Marti Kelly,
& Elizabeth Warren
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(TO7)TEA-5420

520 Daviz 5t. Rio Dell, CA F07-672-6199

224 Rose Ln., Rio Dell, CA
MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach ¥
Health Educator ¥

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Street, Scobia

Gift Certificates 1

For health and well-being—feel better fast!



