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Meet a chamber member - Flood Plain Produce

mel and Hollis Krebs, doing business as Flood Plain Produce, are chambar members and state cartifled organic
farmers operating a produce and “you-pick’ flower businass at 3117 State Highway 254 - the Avenue of the Giants
in Peppanvood — though their formal address |s Scotia.

“We live on and have sold from a farm stand on our property for over 40 years; our excess produce and flowers ara
gold at local farmers markets. Our farm has bacome an integral part of the local community, and we plan to
continue in that role. The grandchildren of our ariginal customers now buy from us” the Krebs note in a profile of
their business.

The season is just baginning for the couple, who start spring crops such as onions,
leaks, shallots, cabbage, beets, paas and lattuce in their greenhouse, and harden
everything off on outdoor trays and in open hoop houses. They till in cover crops to
provide arganic fertilizer as they begin transplanting and credte vary fartile soil with
an earthwaorm vermiculture systerm. Sales at the produce stand won't begin until late
June or aarly July but the public can visit to see the Krebs grow the food they are
buying. "Children love the place and theblackberry popsicles. We look forward to
seaing old frlends and new faces when wea opan,” they say. conti | on page 3

Community garden growing

The Rio Dell Community Garden, managed by the Community Resource Center, is getting a
make-over thanks to a team of volunteers and $20,000 in donated materials and labor by J & G
Lawn & Garden. Marti Kelly, Jackie Emerson and Kelsey Machado came together out of interest in
helping, growing plants, and more, and each is drawing on her talents, H:ell-,f says, to shape and
manage the garden's direction. : .

“I'm a retired social worker,” who moved to Rio Dell a year ago and
started helping at the Resource Center with the food distribution
program, Kelly notes, and asked about all the plant starts she was
seeing, nurtured by Resource Center staffer Andrea Edington.
That's how she learned of the community garden.

Emerson retired as a dispatch supervisor after 26 years with the

Cakland fire department and moved with her husband to 25 acres
on Blue Slide five years ago. She got involved in the county’s Master . ... Machade, Jackie Emerson,
Gardener program to learn how to develop her property. & Marti Kelly

Machado cites a gardening class she took a year age as an inspiration
point. She has taught community health worker classes at a private
medical school and worked in public health outreach. *I'm interested in
the intersection of green spaces, rural health disparities and community
integration as a health prevention measure,” she says. She now works as

d birth and postpartum doula. continued on page 3
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City clerk retires, another comes on board

Karen Dunham retired in February after 45 years in
several positions within the city clerk’s office, including
officially holding the role of city clerk since 2008&. She is
replaced by Jessica Hill. Dunham was honored with a
proclamation signed by Mayor Debra Garnes citing her
integrity and professionalism in fulfilling the varied
duties of this office. Dunham looks back on her tenure and
reflects on friends and memories - “some happier than
others” in those years. Plans include home repairs dating
to the earthquake that remain unfinished; hosting visiting
family; and travel.
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Jessica Hill, the new city clerk, has lived in Humboldt for
about 14 years, and recently obtained an associate’s degree
in business administration. Previously she worked with
the County of Humboldt for five years as a social service
aid with Child Welfare and for four years as a case
manager in Behavioral Health. Before that, she provided
home health care for five years.

“In my time with the county, I learned [ thrive in an office
setting (filing, organizing, compiling information, etc.). I
enjoyed the behind the scenes and processes in supporting
my community,” she says.

“My husband and I recently bought a home in Rio Dell and
joined the volunteer fire department.” Of the city clerk
position, she says it has all the aspects of her previous
work that she loved and is in her own backyard. Interests
include photography, from nature (some of her extremely
close-up work is on display at EmeraldZ Humboldt County
Gifts and Games) to celebrations of family and friends.

She and her husband are fish tank enthusiasts, and plan to
add some four-legged family members soon.

She says, "1 am incredibly excited to live and work in such
a beautiful place and hope to share the love I have for
Humboldt communities with all who reside - and visit!"
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Fire runs for March 2026&:
Medical aid 37
Traffic collisions 2
Medical from traffic collisions. 2
Residential fire alarm 1
Commercial fire alarm 10
Structure fires 1
Debris fires 4
Hazardous conditions 2
Public assists 9
Meetings 2
Drills 2
Special events or work details 2
For a total of 74 calls
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MEDICARE

« CAN BE CONFUSING ...
AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!
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Call HICAP 1o schedule an appointment
[707) 444-3000 or [B00) 434-0222
website: www.alaaorg - email: icap@alas.ong
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continued from page 1 ........... -Meet a chamber member

The coupla has hired a new, full-time ermployes whao is working towards an
associate’s degraa in agriculture with a facus on organic and sustainable
practices, and they lease additional, local property as they expand thelr
oparation into lecally-distributed wholesala markets. They point o young
people they have employed and trained who have gone on to be successful
farmers on thair own.

"My wife and | serve on numercus boards that keep the agricultural
community intact,” Krebs says. “These include Farm Bureau, Buckeye,
Southern Humboldt Gardening Association, Eal River Watershed
Improvement Group, Morth Coast Growersassoclation and Redorest Grange
5047

continued from page 1 .......... Community garden growing

My role is voluntesr recruitment and engagemeant,” Machado says. “The goal of
the garden is to gat more lrech fruits and vegelables to community mambers -
grosn By the carmmunity for the community at large” She says a Redwood Naws
T spot a couple months before “really got the ball relling” with interest from the
CETILIFIT.

The tris held a pair of plant sales to help fund the changes needed al the garden,
netting more than $700 in the first one, success which surprised them Friends,
farmilies and businesses such as the Humboldt Veterinary Medical Group, where
Emearson warks part-time as a vet tech, also donated to the effort. “I'm donating
the funds raised from the sale of my duck and chicken eggs” Emerson said,
indicating the varety of incomea streams imolved.

Kelly stresses the appreciation she feals to the community and especially by JEG
for the donated work and materials that have made their efforts possible. The
lamdseaping firm has created a site plan and dene physical work such as elearing
oul old brush, as weall as donating materials.

Anyone interested s encouraged o contact the Resource Center far more
infarmation or to email nedellgardent@gmaileom.

wWill Rngers Construction

icense 1127493

Call Will for free estimate
Licensed & Bonded

Call (707) 499-5474
Email: webrew24@gmall.com

Humboldt Gables Motel

Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562
(707) 764-5609
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Now Enrolling!

T07-443-9747 ext. 4231
www. humsenior.org
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203 Wikdwood Ave - Rio Dell - Bt 680 - (T07) To4-2324
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stay@scotia-lodge.com
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HORIZON

Business Products

1137 Maln, Fortuna
TOT-T25-6542

We have what you nesed, close byl

(T07) 764-5617 ﬂ 115 Main 5t.

WeCare

We gladly accept Covered CA and Partnership
Haalth Plan Berefris

of CA

Providing Compassionate, Quality Mealth Care
Regardiess of Abilty to Fay
Proporcioncar Cusdado Compasivo y de calidad
B impertar L capasdad de pago

Susan Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs !
1055 Main 58, 1

Fortung, CA

Call: TO7-BA%S- 2967

Office: 707-725 1820

Laervie BO1 742845
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< In Business 85 YEARS
Grundman’s

Sporting Goods
75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell
(707) 764-5744

Fine Firearnms

Gunsmithing

Fishing Tackle

Ammunition

Modern & Traditional Archery

Clean-up of city 4

The annual city-wide clean-up event will take place Saturday, May 9 at
Eagle Prairie School from 9 am. to 1 p.m. according to City Manager Kyle
Knopp. The event is free and open to Rio Dell residents only. Several
hundred peaple typically participate, and some make several trips during
the four-hour window, Knopp says, urging participants to help move
things quickly by sorting the items they are unloading before arriving at
the site with metal loaded first so it is on the bottom, then green waste
and finally trash on top. Household trash, e-waste, hazardous materials,
tires and contractor or construction debris are not allowed. Call City Hall
or Recology with questions.

Letter carrier food drive May 9

The natlon’s largest one-day food drive is conducted each year by the
union of letter carriers for the U.S. Post Office. For 34 years it has taken
place on the second Saturday in May, dubbed Help Stamp Out Hunger.
Rio Dell postmaster Katharine Coleman confirms it's happening again
and residents are encouraged to put non-perishable, not-outdated food
items out to be picked up by letter carriers on that day.

Spaghetti feed slated at Redcrest Grange
A pre-Avenue of the Glants Marathon spaghetti feed will be held
Saturday, May 2 from 12:30 to 6 p.m. at the Rederest Community Grange,
115 Sorenson Road, Redcrest. Chamber member Holly Krebs of Scatia
notes it is a fundraiser for the grange and open to all. Spaghett!, salad,
bread and dessert are avallable for §20 for adults, $12 for children aged 6
to 12, and free for those under 6. Tickets are available at the race station
where runners slgn in, or at the door. Meals are available to go, and
meals for groups of four adults are $75. Beer and wine will also be
avallable for purchase.

HOLIDAYS

MOTHER'S DAY - MAY 10
ARMED FORCES DAY = MAY 16
MEMORTAL DAY — MAY 25

(707)1764-5420
20 Dawvis St. Rioc Dell, CTA
WWW. RIVERSEDGEPARKE.COM

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach
Health Educator

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Streef, Scofia

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—Teel better fast!



