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Two-day event celebrates Latino culture

Fiesta del Rio, June 13 and 14. will be a celebration of
Latin culture taking place at the volunteer fire
department in Rio Dell. Featuring sports
competitions, foed. live music, vendor booths and
mare, it is sponsored by the Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber
of Commerce and is the brainchild of board member
Wally Coppini, representing months of planning with
a team of businesspeople and agriculturalists from
mid-Humboldt.

It will introduce the Mexican handball sport called
Pelota Mixteca to the county. A sport widely played
in Mexican regions such as Oaxaca with California
teams based in cities like San Jose and Fresno, it is
played on a hard surface. with teams of five
members keeping a ball in play with the use of large
gloves, with a striking surface that takes the place of
a racket in sports such as tennis, with which it is
often compared. Except there is no net.
Competitions will be played on \Wildwood Avenue,
which will be closed from Dollar General to Root 101
on Sunday. June 14 for the event.

Other activities will take place at Fireman's Park,
including a bocce tournament and a taco cook-off.
Food trucks will provide a range of meal options
Saturday, and a barbeque is planned for Sunday. The
band Monument Road is scheduled to play
Saturday. from 4 to 6 p.m. and the Latino favorite
Ultima Elexcion will perform both days. See the
insert in this month's newsletter for the schedule. To
sign up as a vendor or for the bocce or taco
competition, go to riodellscotiachamberorg
and click Fiesta del Rio.

The last day to
VOTE
in the California primary is June 2nd
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Deadline for July newslettar is Juna Sth.
Call the Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber of Commearce at 707-506-5081 to advertise.
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Chamber names new board member

Suzanne Maese joined the Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber of
Commerce board of directars, filing & seat left vacant after the
death of Gabe Smith earlier this vear. Maese heads Margro
Advisors, a cannabis consulting firrm at 117 Wildwood Avenue,
Riz Dell. She and a friend tumed business partner, Kelly Flores,
founded the firm a decade ago, maving Lo the area from
Southern California after learning of the issues the legalization of
cannabs would create in the area and drasiang upon ther
busirness exparience b help.

She later purchased the historic building that bouses her office,
doing renovations and upgrading the outside, with the help of a
city beautification grant, to feature a mural. Flores meanwhile
has returned to Southern California to be near family and pursue
olher business appoartunities, but the pair remains close.

Meting that the cannabis industry has changed a Lot in 10 years,
Maese says she's never been busier” partly because growers
=till have needs and other consulting firms have closed. The
recent federal rescheduling of cannabis from a Class 1 to a Class
3 substance is ong example of changes that will continue Lo
affect the industry in ways she is now learning about, to assist
clignts in respanding.

Maese formerly worked for Kralt Foods and General Motors and
Ived 13 years In Burope whare ber husband's caresr took them
Missing Mexican food, she launched a tortilla business with a
Chinese classmate in her
Gemman language program.
That venture grew fram
=alling products at a farmer's
market in Zurich o buying
equiprment from the
Texas-based Mission Foods
and having it shipped to
Switzerland Lo expand their
production.

Maese is interested in sesing
hovw the chamber can increase

its membership and more fully
engage the community. She
wiould like bo see more input from
yvouths, and to find ways that the
chamber can betier bensfit its mamiers,

While happy with her career for now - “It's the best work [ve
ever done,” she savs, helping her 200 clients be successful -
Maese also looks forward to retirement. A member of the San
Pasqual tribe of Mative Armericans, she plans to retire an tribal
land near San Diego

and build a home of natural matenals.
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End of an era for Rio Dell fire department

Shane Wilson is visibly happy as he shares his thoughts in a
“‘farewell to the community,” marking his retirement from the fire
department this month after 30 years as chief. *I'm at peace with
the decision.” he said, as the department has a good team geing
forward and the community will be well served.

A Rio Dell native, Wilson recalls growing up with all the
mischievousness of a rambuncticus boyhood. He figured he
owed it to the town to give back. and coached baseball for 15
years. He got into the fire department initially at the invitation of
a colleague at the mill when he was 24.

It was more of a men's club in those days, he recalls, with
drinking being a part of everything from training sessions to
wind-downs after fire runs. He nonetheless found the training
“like drinking from a fire hose.” there was so much to learn.
Within a year he was promoted to engineer, then to captain,
assistant chief, and by age 33. to chief.

Wilson realized the need for more professionalism and brought
sewveral changes to the culture of the department, including
Joining five other departments in the Eel River Academy so all
fire fighters in the region received the same training. He led the
creation of four battalions, incorporating the small departments
of Shively and Redcrest into those of Rio Dell and Scotia. He
saw the increase of the local assessment and maintained a
rolling five-year plan to schedule the timely updating of
equipment. Over time the department has widely expanded the
types of situations it responds to, for instance those invelving
hazardous materials, necessitating additional training.

Wilson has ancther year in his day job as deputy state fire
marshal supervisor, but has stepped back. with wife Lisa, from
their day-to-day involverment with the department to ensure the
team taking owver is thoroughly familiar with what needs to be
done. The couple is researching a motor home they plan to buy
and use to visit national parks, among other goals they have yet
to finalize in the year ahead.

“I never thought it would be this long.” Wilson said of his three
decades leading the department, but “it's been the honor of my
life” to serve. He will miss daily contact with lifelong friends but
is proud of the department and notes “it's in good hands” going
forward.
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Fire runs for April 2026:

Medical aid - 40
Mutual aid med Fortuna - 2
Haz containment - 2
Billable - false alarm
commercial - 10
Structure fire - 1
Debris fire - 1

Public assists - 5
Meetings - 3

Drills - 3

Special events - 0

Total: 67

HOLIDAYS

FLAG DAY - 14TH
JUNETEENTH - 19TH
FATHER'S DAY - 215T
SUMMER SOLSTICE - 215T

MEDICARE

« CAN BE CONFUSING ...
AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!

We provide FREE unblased,

l one-or-one cobnseling l
and assistance.

{oxraeling and
Asraacy Program

Call HICAP to schedule an appointment

[707) 444-3000 or (800) 434-0222
withsite: warw,alsaorg - email: hicap@alaa,ong
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 New fire chief to take the helm Redwood Cous

. < PACE
Fyan Heussler will take over as chief of the four-battalion volunteer fire department — et
June & when Shanes Wilson steps down on his 54 th birthday. Hmhapr i ¢ e L

& vateran of more than tao decades with the department, and assistant ehial for mone Providing the care you need

thar 12 years, Heussler speaks of the things he's been through - structure fires, to help you stay al home

extractions, “field saves” - a reference to administering CPR - and “tough calls” It's been

“a Lot of laughs, a lot of tears” be says, and he's been mentared throughaut by Wilson. MNow En r{,]ﬁng'!
T07-443-9747 ext. 4231

"He's the best chief this town will ever see” Heussler said, because of the "100%

www. humsenior.o
dedication” of Wilson and his wife, Lisa, to the department. B

Taking over as chiel was not an autamatic thing to Heussler, who points to the
community support and ‘good core group of members” wha make it possible for him to Agency on Aging
tackle this new role. | have two businesses,” he says of demands on his birme, and with

! . : i VELUNTEERS NEEDED:
girlfriernd Kymberly Culbert has a blended family of six children. He tharefore wants to

facus on the chief role and move other tasks to committeas, Become a volce for a senion!
Fundraising, which includes ‘Wildwaoad Days, the Mother's Day pancake breakfast, and ::"’:‘n:‘:; ﬁﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁfﬁ:&?ﬁﬂ
the July 4 fireworks sale. is now being handled by Cory and Kiley Johnson. Membarship, in Humbeoldt & Del Norte Counties
which he handled for years, has now bean moved ko a committee and remains a pivotal

aspect of the departmant's success. ke every ather department in the nation, he says, Long Term fjl;;_'g'g-_"[';;;““ Program [" ]

this one is in dire nead of new members. [fs a huge time commitment, he
acknowledges, and even as chief his stipend is just $140 per month, “If we had to rely on
Cal Fire to handle our calls the cost would be in the millions” he saye, adding, Its not a
auastion of if you will someday need us, but when

Cne asset he calls out for spaecial mention is Mate Meknight,
wie will be the mew assistant chief, moving up a step as
Hewzslar does. “wWhen Shana announced his retirement, we
each pointed o the other,” Haussler says. “His being assistant
chief is super instrurmental in my accepting the role of chief”

& Rio Dell native, Heussler 2ays he grew up when Fio Dell was
fromed upon” and be got involved to make a diference. Mow,
he notes its one of the best places in the county to B2 In his
free timea, Heussler enjoys back country hunting, and fishing,
aspacially with his 15-year-old son, and learming to My his Pipser
Cherokes plans.
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BURGER BAR

Call (707) 499-5474 - P
[mail:awéhmverz-ft@gmair.cnm 03 Wikdwoud Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 680 - (07) Ted-2524

Humboldt Gables Motel S C OTI A
Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable” LO DGE
Best rates, AAA-approved

40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562 " stay@scoltia-lodge.com
(707) 764-5609 /0/7-601-5640
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Heuscler & Culbert

Call for customized solutiens to your water storage
flood controd or consltruction needs. T7o7.764.39%0

Call Will for free estimate
Liceansed & Bonded
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Business Products
Coples & Fou & Difice Supplies

1137 Maln, Fortuna
T07-T25-6542

We have what you need, close by!

(707) 764-5617 ﬂ 115 Main 5t.

WeCare

Htﬂ-lﬂrl:ﬂ-p‘lﬂmthlnd Partnership
Haalth Plan of CA Benefitz

Providing Compasseonate, (uality Health Ca
ln-..udlrud'-l.hltrtnl'q -

Proporcioncar Cusdado Compasivo y de calidad
Sin importar s capacidad de pago

Susan Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs |
1055 Ban 5., 11

Foartung, Ca

Call: MO 7-B45- 2967

Offlce: 707-725 1820
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' In Business B5 YEARS

75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell

(707) 7T64-5744
Fine Firearms
Gunsmithing
Fishing Tackle
Ammunition
Modern & Traditional Archery

Are you interested in a Sootia home? Call Susan

Volunteering is her therapy 4
Piedad Velascs is this month's featured valunteer al the Rie Daell Community Resource
Center While center coordinator Sarah Reback extols her helpfulness to the
organization, Velaseo is effusive in her praise for the center and the axtent to which
woluntesring brings ber maaning.

Trained as a medical assistant and phlebotomist, Velasco was working at Fortuna Family
Medical Group until that day in 2020 when sha sulfered a stroke at home. She was lown
to & hospital in Mapa and later received therapy in Fortuna but continues to use a walker
for mability

“ falt useless” she says, after the stroke bul her spints Lifted when she got invalved at
the resource center three years ago. She helpe with cleaning and arganizing, graeting
peaple in English and Spanish at events like the twice-manthly community lunch.

Velasea came ko the LS frem Maxico City more than 40 vears age, living in Smith River,
where she met her husband, Juan, now retired from 22 years at the Eureka Water
Departrment. The couple moved to Ric Dell in 1003
She remembears the axact minute they apened the
SoOr a5 e OwWners, 1045 am. on May 3 - il was
that important to her. They raised four children -
Juanite in Corona warks for UPS; Hector is in the
LLS. Air Farce; Claudia is an abstalrics nurss in
Sacramentd; and Pedra works for a tire company
in Yacawville.

“This is ry therapy” Velases smiles as she seans
the busy room and springs up lo greet a newcomer

YARDSALE, FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT KIDS

The Knevanis and athers are plannirg to gift each schaal child in Rio
Dl and Scotia with a new backpack filled with school supplies this
August and you can help. A ScotiasRio Dell vard sale June 13 from 8
a.m. o 3 pom. will raise Turds, 'Wanl Lo be ineluded? Ermail
scoliansdaellyardsala@gmal.eom ba have yaur address an the map.

Or scan the OR code to donate directly to the effort. Questions?
Ermail backpacksforkidszoa8agrmail.com.

(7071764-5420

FOT-672-619%

620 Dawvis 5t. Ric Dell, CA
WWW.RIVERSEDGEFPARK.COM 224 Rose Ln.. Rio Dell. CA
MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS

Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach
Health Educator

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Street, Scotia

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—Tfeel better fast!




