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C}Waml?er names new anrd member

Wally Coppini of Rio Dell was named to the board of directors of the Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber of Commerce at its March
business meeting, taking the seat formery held by Sarah Reback, Community Resource Center coordinator, who stepped

away in December.

Coppini, 68, is retired trem a life working in forestry and ranching, neting he ohen did beth careers simultaneously,
making him well acclimated to "long hours and hard work.” An culdoors enthusiast, he keeps a large vegetable garden

at his home, which he rebuilt recently. An avid bike rider, he has logged 91,000 miles in the past decade, including a
bive-day, 350 mile ride last year frem Reno to the acean at Fort Bragg.

Another interest is competitive barbecuing. Coppini has won prizes each of the last three years in the Wildwood Days
cookoff, and at other events such as the two-day, four-meat competition in Haytork this past year.

His interest in events of this type, and in promoting the areq, led him fo join the chamber
and become active in many community-centered efforts. One was to bring the Tour of the
Unknown Coast, for many years a stand-alone event for long-distance bike riders, to be
part of Wildwood Days. This year, he says, the erganization that put the ride on has
dissolved, but he hopes to continue a similar bike ride as part of Wildwood Days.

He has been meeting with the City of Rio Dell about putting a large billboard on a piece

LOST COAST

of its land adjacent to Highway 101 urging travelers to visit the city. And he is working on WILOWODD IO
a hwo-day event to be held in mid-June of this year that he hopes will include live music, a
carnival, a parade, vendors and teams competing in a handball game popular in the
Hispanic community, among other activities. Those plans are emerging as he works with
several groups in the community, including the chamber.

Gth annual Bingo Blast April 24

River Lodge, Fortuna
Social Hour and Dinner
at 5, Bingo at B:30

SATURDAY,
APRIL 4TH
1:00AH
RIO DELL
FIREMAN'S PARK

%40 inadvance %50 at doar

10 games of bingo
nacho bar, dessert
& complimentary beverage

lNckets at Greens Pharmacy
and Hobwy's Market
Sponsored by
Kiwanis Club of Rio Dell and Scotia
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v FireFighter of the year

Cory Johnsen was henored as Firefighter of the Year atthe
0 annual fire department dinner held in February. He's an
engineer with the Rio Dell battalion and the newly appointed
Wildwood Days committee chair, taking over as Chief Shane
§ Wilson nears retirement in June. A Humboldt County native and
a six-year resident of Rio Dell, Johnson H:ad the fire
department three years ago for a few different reasons.
' He says, “I have some friends wheo are on the department whe | )
grew up around, but | alse have a long history of multiple
different family members being with the Rio Dell and Scotia
| departments, including my grandfather, Robert Hatten, who was
an assistant chief in Rio Dell many years ago. Being a partof
i the fire department has opened the doors for me to learn a lot
of new things and build great relationships with other members
and people of the community.”

' Wile K”? is also a firelighter, and the couple has a b
four-year-old daughter, Marleigh, and a newborn son, Everett,

i T :
Also honored at the annual Fire Department meeting
Rio Dell Battalion Honorary of the Year - George Whitchurch

Scotia Battalion Honorary of the Year - Susan Pryor .
Citizen of the Year - Mike Turner
1l Citizen of the Year - Brian Davis
Fire Chiefs Awards '
Lisa Wilson Linda Barsanti
] Years of Service {

Susan Pryor - 30 years
Shane Wilson - 30 years
' Ryan Heussler - 20 years [ |
Mate Mcknight - 20 years
Josh Cwerson - 10 years
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Fire runs for February, 2026:

Medical aid - 30

Mutual aid medical -1

Traffic collisions - 4

Medical aid OOD -1"

False alarm commercial - 12
(Billable)

Hazardous conditions - 2

Public assists - 1

Vehicle fires OOD -1*

Meetings - 2

Drills -1

Special events/work details -
2

Total - 57

*00D - Out of district

MEDICARE

.. CAN BE CONFUSING ...
AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE!
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Call HICAP to schedule an appointment
(707) 444-3000 or [300) 4340222
website: www.alaaong - email: cap@alaa.ong
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The first of a series highlighting those who help af the Community Resource Center.

Donna McQueen is the helpful force on Thursday momings at the
Community Resource Center In Rio Dell, assisting with the monthly Senior

Luncheon and with the monthly Food 4 People distribution. A retired nurse,

she began volunteering about the fime the coordinater, Sarah Reback,
began, and just before the earthquakes struck.

“I've given educational talks to the seniors ot the monthly luncheon,” she
says of her tasks, and put tegether lunch bags for children in the Rio Dell
and Scotia schools at risk for food scarcity at home, to use over the
weekends. She's given blood pressure readings and performed health

checks on at-risk populations that request it.

She also volunteers for the Humboldt Health Association, where she helps
distribute small funds to those needing assistance with dental and medical
bills. Gas money to get to another city for hedlth care is a commen
request, she notes. The organization also has a scholarship fund that she
works with. 1 love o give money awery,” she smiles.

Volunteering and being of service

to others is impertant to McCueen,
whao says she is “dogged about
being consistent” in her commitments
at the jobs she does. She lives
between Rio Dell and Ferndale and
when not volunteering, likes to be
outdoors, going to the river,
gardening, and walking with friends.

will Rngers Construction

icense 1127493

Call Wil for free estimate
Licensed & Bonded

Call (707) 499-5474
Emalil: webrew2d4@gmall.com

Humboldt Gables Motel

Gateway to the Avenue of the Giants

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562
(707) 764-5609

Redwod Coast

S PACE @88

Providing the care you need [lamesmnte

fo help you stay al horme

Now Enrolling!
TO7-443-9747 ext. 4231
www.humsenior.org

A&gﬁalun Aging

VOLUNTEERS MEEDED!

Became & waloe far a 1enion!

Arvocales naeded for residents in Sklled
Mursing Momes & Assisted Living Facilities
ir Humblelt & Dl Norte Counties

Long Term Care Ombudsman Program {_|
MOT-2E0-1330

Call for cusiomized solutions to your water storage
Mood controd oF construction nesds. To7.7684.1054
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BURGER BAR

503 Wildwood Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 650 - (T07) Tod-2504
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stay@scolia-lodge.com
/107-601-5640
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Business Products
Coples & Fox ®Qifice Supplies

1137 Maln, Fortuna
TOT-T25-6542

W have what you need, close byl

(707) Te4- 5617 ﬂ 115 Main St.

WeCare

We gladly accept Covered CA and Partnership
Haalth Plan of CA Berefis

Susan Pryor Realtor
Wi Take Action for Your Needs!
1SS Ban 51, 1l

Fortundg, i

Coell: TO7-BA5- 2967

Office: 707-725 1820

Licisnda B0 TA2R4%

Ernaal:

SIS TN g e Ty shs g lobal et
Ara o interested in 3 Scotia home? Call Susan

6 In Business B5 YEARS
Grundman’s Sporting Goods
75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dell
(707) 764-5744

Fine Firgarms

Gunsmithing

Fishing Tackle

Ammunition

Modern & Traditional Archery

Kiosks to get facelift

Kiosks featuring the early days of Rio Dell
were set up at Triangle Park and near the
library in Rio Dell several years ago. Donated
to the chamber by another group. the goal
was always to have varied information of
interest to the local community and visitors as
well, but challenges got in the way of earlier
attempts, including some design issues that
made the display area dificult to access.
Sarah Reback, coordinator of the Community
Resource Center, and Amanda Carter, vice
mayor of the city council, are teaming up to
manage the kiosk in Tnangle Park with the

goal of varied and changing materials.
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The dispensary operating on the
site of the former Element 7 has
completed its branding and will be
rolling out new signage and events
geared to celebrate 4/20.

(707)784-5420
620 Davis 5t. Rio Dell, CA
WWW RIVERSEDGERPARK.COM

CC Market got an
upgrade last
rmonth with cwner
Bashir Khan
showing off the all
new shelves, a
bwo-week project
that replaced the
30-year-old units.
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Holidays

Passover begins April |
Easter April 5
Earth Day April 22

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach
Health Educator

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Streef, Scalia

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—Tfeel better Tast!




