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Dog groomers open shop

Cammie Butt opened her dog grooming business, Furology
Educated Grooming LLC, last month at 99 Wildwood in Rio Dell.
|t was a soft opening as she was painting walls and grooming
stations were being set up between clients. But everything one
sees is intentional from the name - which speaks to the staff's
emphasis on being trained and certified - to the guiet motif of
paint and décor, meant to be soothing to the dogs.

Heated towels and filtered bath water are among the touches
dogs will experience. "we're going the extra mile, we don't want
to be basic,' Butt says. She talks about the importance of staff
being trained in canine CPR in the event an older dog has a
health problem. She will accept large dogs which many
groomers do not, and plans inclede *Pet Parent” workshops to
help owners understand the needs of their pets. "Groomers are
often first responders” when it comes to identifying health and
other problems with animals, she says, because many people
only get to the veterinarian once a year but come to the
groomer more regularly.

Butt grew up in Rio Dell and was grooming doqs as a child
alongside her mom, Sanna Sterling, who learned the skill at a
school in Portland and worked in several locations over the
years. Butt hasworked at several pet salons around the county
aswell.

She will be assisted by Amber Langford, a multi-generational
Humboldt native, who was similarly trimming her own dog’s
hair as a child and became a dog bather at Petco, going on to
training that incleded an apprenticeship and led to her
becoming a certified grooming stylist in 2008. A third member
of the team is Sariah Buckley, who has been grooming for a
couple years.

Business hours are 8 am. to 5 pm. Tvesdays through Saturdays
by appointment. Call 707783.3019. Plans include a senior day
and referral discount.

Getin the holiday spirit!

Start the season right with the lighting of the tree Sat,
Dec. § dt the Community Resource Center, 408
Wildwood from 5 to 6:30 pom. Santa's drriving on the
fire truck parade, and there will be refreshments and
more, offering fun for the family and a chance to
connect with friends and neighbors.

Got your decorations up? Show ‘erm off! Sign up for
the annual holiday home & business decorating
contest by Dec. 13 here:

https:/ [forms.gle/iMNspyUSfJ9eCsLh7.

There's cash prizes to be won! Whether you're
competing or not, get the addresses of participants
from the site by
Dec. 15 and go check out the contestants. Vote for

your favorites by Dec. 24.

Membership renewals are now due for 2026

Chamber memberships and renewals for ads running in
this publication are coming due for 2026,

Meswsletter ads are still $120 a year for small ads, 3240 a
year for large ones. Youll be getting an email billing, or
you can send in your check now to PO, Box g5, Rio Dell,
CA greB2 Want to make changes to the size or copy?
“Want to start an ad? Have gquestions? Email
rdschamber@grmailcom or call 7075065081,

Membership prices are also the same, from %35 for
Individual/Retired to $100 for Large Business (11 or more
employess), or you can support the chamber at higher
levels. WWatch your email for renewal notices or renew at
the annual meeting/tree lighting ewvent Dec. 6.

Ria Dell - Seatia Mews is free of charge, published manthly by the
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Candle biz started as a class project

His business' Facebook page shows rows of candles, each ensconced in a Mason jar; some jars encased in intriguing
textures such as leather or wrapped in sisal. Scents range from |ast year's favorites, like Cozy Cabin Christmas and Créme
Brilée, to new offerings including Christmas Wreath, Whiskey Kisses, Havana Honey Barrel, Holiday Haze, and a scent for
which an online poll was seeking a name, described as conjuring thoughts of "a dinly lit room, vich leather armehairs, the

aroma of fine cigars, dry gin, and hints of vanilla and [abdanem?

Devin Harris of Rie Dell is the young man behind Z0H Co Candles, a home-based business named for the initials of his
three pets and spawned last year a5 a class project at Redwood Prep, the Fortuna charter school he attended (heisnowa |
freshman at Fortuna High)). Students in that class had to pick a product they would make and market, working out the '
details of where the start-up money would come from and other logistics. Most chose to make candy or baked goods.
"How about candles™ asked Harris' mom, Rhonda, picking the idea from a list of suggestions the teacher had provided.
Family cat Zoe and Yorkies Oliver and Harley provided the initials that formed the name. The school held an arts and
crafts fair where the young entrepreneur sold his goods and netted over $400. That helped with the decision to continue
the business after graduation, something none of the other students seem to have done.

The production process starts with ordering the ingradients, which involves some research to get the best quality and
price. ltems include the Soy wax that comes as a shredded solid that must be melted in a double-boiler to 780 degrees, a
variety of scents (examples Butterscotch Bourbon and Sweet Tobacco) that are combined to create new blends; the
wicks and Mason jars, and colorings, 2 new touch this year as last year's production |ine imvolved all white candles.

The wicks must be attached to the bottoms of the jars to hold them in place during the pouring; the melted soy wax
needs to be cooled somewhat before the scents and codoring are added, and the batch must cure for a couple weeks after

being pourad.

"W get ideas from all over” Rhonda Harris notes, including from older son Garrett,
24, about the nesd for more male-nuanced options. She came up with the scent
reminiscent of leather armchairs, cigars and gin, from visits with her dad to
Myrtlewood Liguors and John's Fine Cigars in Eureka. She's quick to note this is her
son's business but enjoys popping in with creative ideas about labeling and
presentation. A scheduler for Providence, she works from home making
appointments for seven doctors in two counties but enjoys writing and marketing.

This year both B- and 16-ounce cand|es will be available at a series of craft fairs
including the Fortuna Senior Center, the Stocking Stuffer fair at the Gene Lucas
Center; and pop-up opportunities that present themselves including Fortuna's
downtown open house lagt month, as well as at Fortuna Farmbouse, 1122 Main
Street. The home-based business can also be reached through the Facebook page
and payment methods include Cash Apo, Zelle and Venma. Pricing i5 being finalized
but a discount is being considered for people supplying a replacement Mason jar.

Holidays
Dec. 14 - Hanukkah begins at sundown
Dec. 21 - Winter Solstice

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Dec. 26 - Kwanzaa begins
Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve
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Rio Dell woman makes roses from redwood

Monica (Warden) Phillips discovered a new talent last winter, when she
started making roses out of redwood. She works at the Ancient Redwoods Gift
Shop in Rederest, owned by chamber members Dean and Susan Lewis, and
redwood roses were among the items offered for sale there, but the man who
made them stopped doing so, and Phillips set about learning how to fill the
gap. She tried several approaches, she said, and had four dozen produced by
the time the gift shop and adjacent campground, located at the Immortal Tree
on the Avenue of the Giants, reopened for the season this spring. She has
been selling them for 512 each.

Fhillips gets the redwood from area beaches, which she notes are regularly
littered with logs. Husband Jon shaves off thin sheets of wood as she needs
them and she cuts and shapes the flowers, gluing the petals together.

Some are scented, and some are painted in various colors and combinations,
for instance acrylic paint mixed with stain to allow the wood look to show
through. Each aspect of fabrication has been a learning process. Phillips
started making leaves for the stems from redwood as well but found they
broke off easily when being handled by shoppers, so she discovered and
switched to artificial leaves.

"I make them in my living room,” Phillips says of the flowers, since the garage
is either too hot or too cold. It takes about a day to make a single flower.
Everything must be put away for safekeeping when
the grandchildren come for the weekend. "They are
pretty, it's an achievement,” she says of the project,
and "it's something I set my mind to do.” She's open
to selling at other locations but needs to build up
inventory. Someone wanting a redwood floral gift
in the meantime can message her on Facebook
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Will Rngers Construction

icense #1127493

Call Will for frees estimate
Licensed & Bonded

Call (707) 499-5474
Email: webrew2d4@gmall.com

Humboldt Gables Motel

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562

707-764-5609

Redwaond Coast

E%CE

Prondding the care yoii moed
to help you stay at home

Now Enrolling!
707-443-9747 ext. 4231
www.humsenior.org

A&gﬁq on Aging

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Become a volce for a senior®

Actvocatles neded for residenis in Skifled
Nursing Momes & Assisted Living Facilities.
if Humnboldt & Dl Norte Counties

Long Term Cane Ombudsman Program {_|
M- 1330

Call for customized solutions to your waber storage
food control or construction needs. To7.784.2859
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BURGER BAR

509 Wikdwood Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 680 - (T07) Te4-2524

SCOTIA

LODGE

hello@humboldt-social. com
(707) 298-71139
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Business Products

Copies ® Fou & Qffice Supplies

1137 Maln, Fortuna

TOT-T25-6542

We have what you need, close byl

764-5617 105 Main

WeCare

We glodly accept Covered CA and Partnership
Heallth Plan of CA Benefils

Providing Compassionate, Quality Health Care
Repardless of Ability to Pay

Proporcioncar Culdado Compaiivo ¥ de colidod
Sin importar la capacidad de pago

Sugan Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs !
1055 Main 52., 11

Fortuna, CA

Call: 7O7-BA5-2967

Office: 707-725% 1820

License BO1TA2E45

Ernasl:

s B o s alty @ she global met
Are you interested in a Scotia home? Call Susan
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¥ In Business B5 YEARS

Grundman’s Sporting Goods
76 Wildwood Awve, Rio Dell
T64-5744
fime firearms
gunsmithing
fishing tackle
ammunition
maodern & tradity
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Meet a Bronze Redwaad Coast Energy Autharity (RCEA), a Bronze-level
chamber member memberal the Rio Dell-Seolia Chamber of Commerce, is
Hurmboldt County s local electneily provider, RCEA was
crealed Lo serve as a local leader in the efforl 1o advance
secure, sustainable, and afordable enargy resources in
Hurmibaldt Counby. Faundsd as a Jaml Powers Authonly
UPAL IR 20073 RCEAS mission 15 1o lead, coordinate, and
integrate regional efforls 1o create a cleaner, greenar
energy future for our community. In 2017, RCEA became a
Coammunity Cholce enargy provider, Llaking on Lhe
responsibility of purchasing and delivenng cleanar
renewable electricity for customers, directly
ampoaenng local contral over energy choicses

RCEAz work goes bevond just praviding electricity—il is focused on develaping a
lang-tarm suslainable ernsngy stralegy, ensunng our region has access 1o enargy
conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy programs. RCEAS goal is ta
enhance the afordability arnd reliabdity of ersrgy in Humboldt County while supparting
lecal businesses and rasidents with inndvative solutions.

RCEA offers na-cost enengy use assassments for Both home and business, and financing
pragrams for approved uparades that both hemeowners and businesses may do, such as
installing solar power, electnic vehicle changing, or energy-eficient lighting, heating, or
refrigeration syslems.

Residential customers can receaive a free kit warth 5100 of enargy-efficient tools such as
weatherstripping and LED bulbs, There are rebates for qualifying appliance purchases,
Thirking about induction cooking - which is a faster, safer, and more energy-eficient way
Lo prepare meals — but nol sure if it is right for you? You can reguest a free cook-lop Lo
Ly cul before making the switch in the comfart of your own hame.

RCEA created the states first 100% rernewable micro-grid of its kind at the Redwood
Coast airport, helping to ensure energy resilience for the airgort and Coast Guard, among
olhers, and serving as a modeal o others in the state.

Hawve queslions abaul the RCEA Line ilem on your PGEAE billY Heads up, its nob an exira
charmge! RCEA encourages customers Lo reach oul by calling 7072691700 or emailing
info@redwaodensargyorg. Check out the website to leam mare! Redwoodenengy.org.

[707)764-5420
620 Davis 5t. Rio Dell, Ca
WWW RIVERSEDGEPARK.COM

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach
Health Educator

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Street, Scotio

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—~feel better fast!




