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Vote in the Halloween decorating contest Oct. 15 - 29.
Go to the Rio Dell-Scotia Chamber of Commerce
event page for the map of locations.

Remember trunk or treat is Oct. 31,6 - 8 p.m.
at the Rio Dell fire department

Get ready to vote in the special election

A special election will be held Now. 4 throughout California with one ballet itemn, Prop 50. the Use of Legislative
Congressional Redistricting Act. Also known as the Election Rigging Response Act, it is undertaken to offset Texas
redistricting in an effort to secure five additional Republican legislators in Congress after the 2026 midterm election
to more reliably continue that party’s hold on its present majority.

A Yes vote would support use of the newly-developed redistricting maps until new ones are drawn following the
2030 census. A No vote would keep existing maps in place for the 2026 midterm election.

California supporters, in agreeing to temporarily lay aside the redistricting approved after the 2020 census by the
independent California Citizens Redistricting Commission (a structure put in place 15 years ago to ensure there

would not be partisan gerrymandering? say they are “fighting fire with fire” to combat what they see as an egregious
over-reach demanded of Texas by the current administration,

Opponents fear once the work of the independent commission is laid aside for this election it will not be picked up
again, and the Califomia gerrymandering that favors Democrats will stay in place. Some believe that the new
districts will cause local voices to be overwhelmed. District 2, in which Humboldt County is located, will be greatly
enlarged in the proposed change, encompassing Redding and inland. northemn counties while slicing off mane of
Santa Hosa.

October 20 is the last day to register to vote in this election. Mail-in ballots will be sent to all registered voters
starting Oct. 6 and ballot drop-off locations will open Cct. 7. In-person voting begins Oct 25, Watch for ballot
rmaterials coming to your home which will indicate drop-box and in-person voting locations.
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Two new teachers join Scotia school district

Becoa Duerr and Layla Dias join the Scotia school district this year as new teachers. 2

Duerr, 28, is teaching a TK (pre-kindergarten) class. She's excited to be in a small, rural classroom. A fifth-generation
resident of Nevada City and descendant of loggers and miners, she notes she was the first in har blue-collar family to attend
collage.

Duarr cama W Humbaldt County ning years ago for college, majoring in Elamentary Education with minors in Studio Art,
armerican Sign Language and Specidl Populations, after complating her associate degree in Matural Science. “School was
always home to me,” she says of her comfort as a learner and o teacher. She's taught at Maple Creek (o two-room school),
Hoopa, Willow Creek and other emall and far-flung districts. While completing her credential training, Duerr substitute-taught
at so many different schools she won an award for most districts visited.

Intarasts include travel, the cutdoors, dance, roller-skating and art projects, such as o mural she did for a school, and years ot
Pastals on the Plazd, an Arcata outdoor art event. Duerr hopes she can bring art experiences into her classroom.  she lives in
mManila with husband Patrick, a cormmercial fisharman whom she met in collage; two cats and six chickens. She is especidily
fond of timas she can be on thelr wooden boat, Sangria, fishing togethear.

Diams, 26, 15 d local name, returning to her alrma mater for her first job teaching in a public school. The Rio Dell native is a
professional singer, songwriter and muslcian who will be teaching music part-time to grades K-eight. “Music is my one true
love,” she says. * took every music class | could” in Scotia, Fortuna High, College of the Redwaoods, and Cabrillo College in
Santa Cruz where she was able to major in the subject while also taking Edrly Childhood Education classes. Of all those
expariences, she fondly recalls her time with Dana Christen, the now-retired music teacher at Scotia. *1 think of her when |1
think of music teachers,” Dios says.

after college Dias stayed In Santa Cruz but found the high cost of living meant she had to work long hours, which played
havoc with some hedlth ssues such as arthritis, making a move back home walcomea. She is working on her faurth allbum,
Songs From the Heart, which will be reledased next year. She tedaches private gultar lessons (people Interested in learning more
can contact her at layladiasmusic@gmailcom), and travels to the Bay area where she performs with various groups. Dias
hos a Gofundme site to haelp pay the musicians and other professionals involved in producing the new album.

Counting guitar, plano, sax and vialin among the instruments she plays, Dias has been teaching herself all the other

instrurnents in an orchestrd, so she could assist students seaking to master one of them. She seas the opportunity to teach
Scotia youth about music as a way to help them exprass thamsealves, to feel safe as part of a group, and for salf-fulfillment.
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Horse rescue promotes healing

If you took a horseback ride, or accompanied someane who did during August's
Wildweood Days, youve met some of the team at Happy Hooves Horse Rehab and
Rascue which is based on five acres on Ogle Avenue in Rio Dell.

Crwner Maria Smoorenburg purchased the land about three years ago, moving
from Sacramenta after falling in love with the ared her partner, a Humboldt native,
braught her ta visit. Criginally frorm Santa Rosa, she spent d decades in the Mawy,
where she was injured in an accident, and then later Injured again in a car
accident, and was in need of healing. She turned to horses, mentored by her sistar
Christing Gri, @ horse trainer, farrler and nutritionist, and found harself with a
collection of special-needs horses she in turn set out to heal.

The horses range frorm Butl, at three years old — with a club foot for which she is
raising moneay to pay for surgery — to 30 years of dge. The rescue recalved its
501.c.3 non-profit status in January, making it possible to accept tax-deductible
donations, and Srmoorenburg says they dre appreciated, from cash to feed and
fencing. She hosts fund-ralsers, seeks donations of cans for recycling, and gives
riding lessons to cover expenses. She is assisted by voluntears and welconmes
more,

On a Sundday afternocon one could meet a couple from Mirandd, discussing
fostering one of har horses. That's important, Smoorenburg said, because she
wants to help additional horses but 15 limited by 2oning and lagistics to how many
she can have. Placing them in the care of athers helps make room for more. *1
learnad she needed volunteers on Facebook and started coming,” says Jasming
Patten of Rio Dell, and soon husband Sean was joining her. Smoorenburg has
ambitious goals, including an indoor riding arena and a trail along the hillside that
wolld be developed and shared by neighboring propearty owners.

- Left to right, volunteers
Jasmine and Sean Patton,
neighbor Karlee Garrett,
smoorenburg. and Amy
Valenzuela-Mier twho with
her wife Lo was discussing
horse fostening),
shown with horses Maisy
and Flower
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WwWill Rnge:r*s Construction

cense #£1127493

Call Wil for free estimate
Licensed & Bonded

Call (707) 499-5474
Email: wehrew24@_§_mait.::nm

Humboldt Gables Motel

“Clean, Quiet and Comfortable”
Best rates, AAA-approved
40 West Davis St, Rio Dell, CA 95562

707-764-5609

Prondding the care yoii teed
fo el your sty af home

Now Enrolling!
T07-443-9747 ext. 4231
www. humsenior.org

AREA 1 .
Agency on Aging
VOLUNTEERS HEEDED

Become a woice for a senior!

Advocates napded Tor rosidents in Sklled
Hursing Momes & Assisted Living Facilities
im Humboldt & Del Norte Counties

Long Term Care Ombudsman Program
M7-260-1330

Call for customized solutions Lo your waler storage
flood controd or construction needs. To7.784.39%0

DJ’S
& cion
BURGER BAR

503 Wildwood Ave - Rio Dell - Exit 630 - (T07) Tod-254

SCOTIA

LODGE

hello@humboldt-social.com
(707) 298-7139
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Business Products

Coples ® Faw & Offics Supplies

1137 Maln, Fortuna
TF07-T25-6542

We have what you need, close by!

764-5617 m 105 Main
WeCare

We gladly occepl Covered CA and Partnership
MHeallh Plan of CA Benelils

Pl'ﬁlﬂﬂiﬂﬂ Compaisonate. Quality Mealth Care
Repardless of Ability fo Pay

Proporcroncar Curdado Compasive v de calidad
Sin importar la capacidad de pago

Susan Pryor Realtor
We Take Action for Your Needs|
1055 Main 52, 11

Fortuna, Ch

Cell: 707-845- 2967

Office: 707-725- 1820

Licenie MO 742845

Ernaall:
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Are you interested in a Scotia home? Call Susan

U In Business 85 YEARS

Grundman's Sporting Goods
75 Wildwood Ave, Rio Dall
T64-5744
fime firearms
gunsmithing
fishing tackle
ammumnition
madern & tradi

archary

The Patron Kitchen wins over many

The Patron Kitchen in Rio Dell is featured in the Septemiber issue of My Humboldt
Life, a quarterly publication by the firm that also produces the North Coast Journal
and Ferndale Enterprise. Writer Jessica Ashley Silva details the makings of several
menu items that bring her joy and memorles of her home in Southern California
whera such flavors can also be found. Included in the story of the business Geraldo
Gonzalez and wife Letty Escobar opened eight yedars ago was their win in lost
yaar's Toco Fest, hosted by Bear River Casino, in the Best Birria cotegory. With the
current year's Taco Fest taking place after deddline for this publication, further
congratulations might be in order,

Barber slates food trucks, farmers market
to build downtown foot traffic

Alex Calderon (Lex the Barber), owner of Nelighborhoods Barber Shop at 220
Wildwood Ave. In Rio Dell, has completed the parmitting process to operate o
farmer's market and invites growers and makers to set up shop in the parking lot
adjoining his building on Thuredays, 3 to 7 pne “Fm starting small now with the
intant to go bigger next season,” he sdid, but this is the time for people growing fall
wvagetables to bring them to sell, as well as people making gifts, crafts and other
itermns in odvance of the holidays.

He is licensed to operate year-round, he says, making his the second moarket, after
the one in Arcata, to do so. Another effort to drive traffic downtown, especially late
in the afternoon when, he says, things die down, is to invite food trucks to set up,
fram noon to ¥ pan. Thursdays through Soturdays. “When the trucks are here,
peopla show up, and | might get three more customerns,” he notes.

What's with the trucks in the median north of town?

Fralirminagry utility wark and other staging is taking place ahead of next year's start
of o seismic retrofit of the Eel River bridge north of Rio Dell. PGAE is planning to use
traffic control at the end of this month gs part of this work, shifting lanes for two to
three days, and to remove all traffic control equipment by Mow. 7.

Thea seismic retrofit project itself I anticipated to begin in 2025, with o coenstruction
cost of approximately $69.8 million, including more than $61.8 million in federal
Infrastructure Investmeant and Jobs Act funding and $8 million in state funding.

The project will partially replaoce the north frarme and fully replace the south frarme
of the bridge structure, acconding to Myles Cochrane, Cal Trans public information
officer. Seismic vulnerakbilities were discovered in the bridge, which was built in
1941 and repdired in 1965 and 1988, A public meeting was held in November 2022
to answer guestions and share information about the planned construction.

[707)764-5420
620 Davis 5t. Rio Dell, CA
WWW . RIVERSEDGEPARK.COM

MASSAGE OF THE REDWOODS
Cynthia Rogers,
Massage Therapist/Life Coach
Health Educator

For an appointment call 707-499-5475
118 Main Street, Scobia

Gift Certificates

For health and well-being—{eel better fast!




